1 BFEFIAZAIE Vol. 57, 65-73 (2008) 65

——HRL

Vel L TO</NIR>SOD BN

BH bAoA OBEEALMCLIEVE W I RARIL, 2 LTS 2RICIEE LIoERERE L F o TR
B N EERIEBENIRBICHERT S, VNG LW ZEERBAED L ZAFELSEAE S XL LN TRV AR,
FZray—

WERIT. BRBWT 7 XA RO ELT, V=T — - VaXxy bOGHEIF LD & LTEBMICHEZ EF-, Ll

NG L ES5 AL WEE] LW IHIBEICRESRVLO L LTRET D & &, BRI L oaENEL, TDHIE
FOLOWFEERTED LD, —ODFHEMEE LTINS N - NTF U OEBPEMN/NROERFELZ IR TR LT
WB, I TOMEE LERNEBOAREREICME L LTH S MENEBHRBICESE XD, FFERNICIHENEZ
AL SELN, RRICED,

FKSIBE : e, Uy, ANTFL HE

Characteristics of “Novel” as a Genre

Sakae SAWAOKA

Abstract: A desire to clarify the characteristics of a certain literary genre comes out of the recognition that language has the mental
directivity (Geistesbeschdftigung) common to a certain time period, and that it generates a leading genre of that period. Even
researchers today are unclear regarding the concept of what a novel really is. The Narratology achieved individual success including
analysis of Gerard Junet as a formal explication de texte. However, when assuming the concept of "novels" can’t be applied within
the framework of "narratives", the friction of theory and criticism arises and the method itself brings about inconsistency. As one
possibility, Mikhail Bakhtin's theory has effectively presented the formal characteristics of "novels". Bakhtin's thinking based on the
Dialogism treats mutually the author and the characters inside a work as “others”. Although it arises thought-provoking question in
terms of language theory, it is still highly suggestive.
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