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The Development of Silk-Reeling Industry in Wuxi in Late Qing Era
Tomoo Suzuki®’
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Abstract : This Report is intended to make clear what changes were brought about to the Chinese
silk-reeling industry after it was subsumed in the world market in the mid 19th century. For this
purpose, the object of this analysis is set upon the city of Wuxi, the newly developed silk-reeling di-
strict in Jiangsu provice. Here we are going to trace from historical viewpoint the process of changes
and development of silk-reeling industry in Wuxi from mid 19th century up to the eve of World War
I. The analysis is made centering upon the following three points.
(1) For what reasons was the production of native silk abandoned promptly and was the new silk-
raising industry begining to spring up extensively ? The purpose of silk-raising industry was to
sell the whole cocoons raised by silk-raising farmers.

(2) To what extent did the historically inherited landowner system, the low technical level, divided
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market structure, the exploitation by the premodern capital and the distribution levy imposed by
the reactive Qing authorities etc. all join to restrict the development of silk-raising industry in
Wuxi?

(3) In what ways did the farmers in Wuxi try to get over various problems and difficulties that lay
heavily on the management of their industry ? What development did the silk-raising industry in

Wuxi attain by the eve of World War 19
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